By Howard et al.
presented is very interesting and highly relevant to researchers from various disciplines including coastal managers and planners. The results highlight that many distinct physical processes may affect future changes in extreme sea levels other than global mean sea level rise alone (which is unfortunately often the only contributor considered in deriving design parameters for coastal structures with anticipated life-times of up to 100 years). For some of the contributors the authors rely on results from earlier studies but tie this in with new results which have been developed particularly for the present work. The applied methodology is sound and the text is well written and (once familiar with the many abbreviations) easy to read. Overall, I have a favorable view on the manuscript and no major objections to publish it with Ocean Science. I provide some minor comments below which should be taken into account before the paper is ready for publication. Several of these comments are related to potential changes in the ocean tides, one of the most important components of extreme total still water levels in the North Sea and not mentioned in the manuscript. p. 2434, l. 7: storm surge is a better and more widely used term than storm tide p. 2434, l. 26: …in the rates of… p. 2435, l. 27: Here, and at several other places in the manuscript 'storm' is used synonymously with 'storm surge'. The focus in this study is on changes in the 50yr storm surge height (not the 'storm height' or the height of a storm). Please check the manuscript and change where necessary. 
